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‘When| I was a boy and Imjld see scary things
in the news, my mother Rﬁ)uld say to me, ""T.ook
for the helpers. You will alW‘lys find people who
are helping.” To this d‘h , especially in_times of
'disaster,' I remember my mother's words and I
am always comforted by realizing that there are
still so many helpei”% so0 many caring people in
this.world.

~Fred Rogers
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A Continuity of learning opportunities through the remainder of the school year

ASchools must be prepartmloperate in this alternate Iearnin%environment
(without students in schothis)ugh the remainder othe 201920 school
year.

A Although, everyone wants to be able to return to normal. Projections and recommendations public
health officials suggest that returning to school is unlikely at best AND it is likely that social distancing
and restrictions are likely to persist for sevaraéks/months ahead.

A Schools must be part of this messaging and approach to address public health

ALearning opportunities féLL students

A Awareness of equity issues & implications (Special needs, poverty, English
learner, technology gaps, other)

AFood Security School Meals
AAccountability/Assessment
APublic Gatherings and Workplace Considerations



ANDE will require &rief continuity ofearningplan basedon the
followingbasic outline

APlanning PhaséFirst 2 weeks approxima)ely
A How are you going to serve the educational needs of your students generally?

A How are you going to address the equity challenges for students based on specific needs?
Address, special education, English learner, poverty and other challenges.

Almplementation Phad&Rremainder of the year in continuity plaméek}
AReturn to normalperation? (In theunlikelyevent that school year can be completed
under normal operatiprFinaPhas® Endofs c hool year oreport

A How did you serve students and address equity needs?

A Affidavit & modified assurans@atement that identifies areas that you did not meet, e.g.
hours and other provisions of rule in the final weeks/months of the year.

A2020-2021 School Year Planning s also not too early to thiokpossiblalisruptions
through summer and even intdahéhat may impact how to prepare.



AContinuity of learning Zoom tomorrow

ANDE is aware of and building several
partnerships to assist as possible. Thank
to all of the partners that are stepping
up around the state.

AThis is a moment to share in efforts and
share experiences and resources with an
among Public/Private/Exempt schools as
we all try to meet this challenge together.

Continuity of Learning!

The Nebraska Council of School Administrators (NCSA) in
cooperation with the Nebraska Department of Education
(NDE) are committed to assisting school communities
during public health emergencies. Local school systems
should be developing plans to support the "continuity of
learning" in an alternate learning environment.

Continuity of learning is the continuation of education
during a prolonged school closure or student

absence. These plans are critical during this time as they
outline specific actions that support the continuation of
teaching and learning for all students despite the
interruption of normal school operations.

Educational opportunities provided to all students during a
closure must include the provision of special education
and related services as directed per individual education
plans. This requirement ensures students with and
without disabilities are treated equitably. In such a time of
uncertainty, schools should be making reasonable efforts
to provide for student needs.

JOIN US on Monday to network and learn together in

providing what Nebraska is known for, providing the best
educational opportunities for ALL learners.

Monday, March 23, 2020
Time: 1:00 - 2:30 pm (CT)

To join by Computer: https://zoom.us/j/129439693

To join by Phone: 1-346-248-7799
Meeting ID: 129 439 693

Agenda:

1 Welcome by Dr. Terry Houlton, NCSA Chair

1 Dr. Cory Epler, NDE Academic Officer

1 Amy Rhone, NDE Administrator of Office of
Special Education

1 Shirley Vargas, Ed.L.D., NDE Administrator of

Coordinated School/District Support

Laura Barrett, NASES President

Dr. Kami Jessop, NASES Legislative

Representative

1 Questions

1
1



ANDEwill gather appropriate stakeholder input

ANDE will be working to providguidance on State and Federal
requirements

AAwareness of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE), IEP requirements, an
service limitations for certain students.

ABalancing needs of students and families will bhadlenge BUT
A Still gathering initial input based on the most recent information.

AUSDE provideddditionalguidance through a supplemental fact sheet
released last night on-31-20

ANDE will be working with partners/stakeholders to provide clear guidance on
compliance with IDEA



Continuity of Educational Services for
Students with Special Needs

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office for Civil Rights
Office for Special Education and Rehabilitative Services

March 21, 2020

Supplemental Fact Sheet
Addressing the Risk of COVID-19 in Preschool, Elementary and Secondary Schools
While Serving Children with Disabilities

We recognize that educational institutions are straining to address the challenges of this national emergency. We also
know that educators and parents are striving to provide a sense of normality while seeking ways to ensure that all
students have access to meaningful educational opportunities even under these difficult circumstances. No one wants
to have learning coming to a halt across America due to the COVID-19 outbreak, and the U.S. Department of
Education (Department) does not want to stand in the way of good faith efforts to educate students on-line.



Continuity of Educational Services for
Students with Special Needs




